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[ Methodology ]
• Contact Information
“ I question the need for them 
sometimes over just 
encouraging them to speak, 
when they are able.”
-paraprofessional
[ What Can We Do? ]
[ Introduction ] [ Results ]
v There were 14 respondents, all of whom 
answered all 10 questions
v All 14 respondents said there was always an 
SLP present in their daycare but,  61.84% 
stated they NEVER collaborate with the SLP 
to make their daily lesson plans.
v 64.29% were only somewhat knowledgeable 
with AAC/ AT & 21.43% were not 
knowledgeable and 7.14% never heard of it
v Only 21.43% participate in ANY continuing 
education for speech and/or language 
development 
v Quantitative data was obtained from a survey created 
by the authors and distributed to local St. Louis area 
preschools. There were 14 respondents in total who 
were made of administration, teachers and 
paraprofessionals. Half (50%) were from a public 
preschool and half (50%) were from a special 
education preschool. The average number of students 
reported per classroom was between 5-15.  The 
respondents reported an average of 7 years of 
experience and almost all 92.85% reported having a 
bachelor’s degree (57.14%) or a master’s degree 
(35.71%). The participants were given the survey via 
an email link and asked to answer in its entirety.
Survey
[ Definitions ]
[ Myths of AAC ]
Forms of AAC
Unaided Aided
No Tech Low Tech High Tech
• Gestures
• Manual Sign
• Facial 
Expressions
• Vocalizations
• Verbalizations
• Body Language
• Pictures
• Objects
• Photographs
• Writing
• Communication 
boards/ books
• Speech Generating devices 
(SGD)
• Single-message devices & 
recordable/ digitized devices
• AAC software that enables 
dynamic symbol/ language 
representation and that is 
used with some form of 
technology hardware (e.g. 
computer, tablet, phone)
v Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) 
is an area of clinical practice that addresses the needs 
of individuals with significant and complex 
communication disorders characterized by 
impairments in speech, language, reading and writing 
that helps the individual express thoughts, wants, 
needs, feelings and ideas (ASHA, 2020).
v AAC is AUGMENTATIVE when used to supplement 
existing speech and ALTERNATIVE when used in place 
of speech that is absent or not functional (ASHA, 
2020).
v An AAC SYSTEM is an integrated group of 
components used to enhance communication, 
including forms of AAC (aided or unaided), symbols, 
selection techniques, and strategies (ASHA, 2020).
v UNAIDED forms of AAC do not require an external 
tool and AIDED forms require some form of      
external support – electronic or nonelectronic    
(ASHA, 2020).
v AAC  hinders or stops further speech development.
v Literature shows that AAC can, in fact, help 
improve natural speech and does not affect 
motivation. In addition, it helps decrease the 
frequency of frustration and adverse behaviors 
that may arise from communication breakdown.
v Children must be a certain age to be able to benefit 
from AAC 
v Literature shows that early implementation of 
AAC in preschoolers (3 years and younger) has 
been associated with increased use of 
multisymbol utterances, grammar development, 
increase in receptive vocabulary and 
development of natural speech and language.
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Children use speech and language to express their 
wants and needs, interact socially and gain information 
about the world around them.  When a child has 
difficulty with either speech or language, they face 
many challenges because they are unable to convey 
their message with their family, peers, teachers or 
community at large. Early Intervention (EI) is a key in 
remediating these communication difficulties. The 
sooner EI is provided the better. One way to aid 
children with complex communication needs is the use 
of Augmentative and Alternative communication (AAC). 
A primary purpose of AAC is to increase opportunities 
for communication with many different people in their 
lives (parents, teachers, siblings, peers, etc.). Why are 
we not educating all the communication partners, how 
to communicate back in the modality we expect AAC/ 
AT users to use?  The purpose of this study is to show 
the importance of use of AAC/AT in preschoolers and 
educating all communication partners from a young 
age.
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v Provide more education for communication 
partners (educators, paraprofessionals, 
parents, siblings and peers).
v Bring AAC into all settings of life – such as 
Preschools. 
v More research on how using different AAC 
language modalities (input and output) 
helps in language learning for all 
preschoolers (typically developing and those 
with complex communication needs).
v Ask ourselves why we haven’t done this 
already.
